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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 07736 


E.O.l 1652:GDS 

TAGS: UR, EAIR, JA, CVIS 

SUBJECT: TRANSPORT OF CONTROL DATA CORPORATION COMPUTER TO 
YUZHNO SAKHALINSK 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 3356, (B) 6184 AND PREVIOUS (NOTAL) 

1 . EMBASSY WAS OFFICIALLY INFORMED APRIL 14 BY THE MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS THAT FLIGHT CLEARANCE TO TRANSPORT 
CONTROL DATA CORPORATIONS CYBER 172 COMPUTER TO YUZHNO 
SAKHALINSK VIA ALASKAN AIR APRIL 20, 23 AND 26 HAS BEEN 
GRANTED. 

2. THE FLIGHTS, HOWEVER, MAY BE ENDANGERED BY THE LACK OF 
SUCCESS THUS FAR IN OBTAINING JAPANESE VISAS FOR THE SOVIET 
ESCORT CREW, WHICH THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT REQUIRES FOREIGN 
PLANES TO HAVE ABOARD WHEN LANDING IN THE SOVIET UNION. 
CONTROL DATA CORPORATION AND ALASKAN INTERNATIONAL AIR 
PLANNED TO HAVE THE SOVIET ESCORT CREW ENPLANE AND DEPLANE 
IN KUSHIRO, JAPAN. EMBASSY OFFICER LEARNED APRIL 14, 

HOWEVER, FROM THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND CONTROL 
DATA CORPORATION, THAT THE ESCORT CREW MEMBERS, KONSTANTIN 
KURKO AND GEORGE SVISHCHEV, HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED THE 
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VISAS, DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
DELIVERED A DIPLOMATIC NOTE REQUESTING SUCH VISAS MARCH 28 
28 TO JAPANESE EMBASSY MOSCOW. (THE ALASKAN INTERNATIONAL 
AIRCRAFT PLANS TO BE IN JAPAN APRIL 19-20, 22-23 AND 
25-26). THE ESCORT CREW MEMBERS PLANNED TO LEAVE FOR 
TOKYO APRIL 16. 
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3. ON ASSUMPTION JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY MIGHT QUERY 
JAPANESE EMBASSY IN MOSCOW ABOUT BACKGROUND OF FLIGHT, WE 
INFORMED JAPANESE HERE OF THE REASON FOR THE VISA REQUEST 
AND MENTIONED THE COMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE OF THE FLIGHT. WE 
ARE NOT SURE WE GOT THROUGH THE LANGUAGE BARRIER. JAPANESE 
EMBOFF OFFERED TO SEND MESSAGE BUT SEEMED INDEFINITE AS TO 
WHEN REPLY MIGHT BE EXPECTED. 

4. UNLESS DEPARTMENT OR EMBASSY PERCEIVE OBJECTION, IT 
WOULD BE HELPFUL IF EMBASSY TOKYO COULD APPRISE THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF REASON FOR THE VISA REQUEST 
AND EMPHASIZE NEED FOR EXPEDITIOUS ACTION SINCE COMPUTER . 
DELIVERY INVOLVES COMPLEX HANDLING AND IS ALREADY UNDER 
WAY. EMBASSY MAY WISH TO PROVIDE MFA WITH FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 

5. CONTROL DATA CORPORATION WHICH WISHES TO TRANSPORT A 
CYBER 172 COMPUTER TO YUZHNO SAKHALINSK TO BE USED BY THE 
SOVIET MINISTRY OF GEOLOGY TO PROCESS SEISMIC DATA, IS 
WORKING ON A VERY TIGHT SCHEDULE. INSTRUMENT REQUIRES 
SPECIAL STORAGE HANDLING EQUIPMENT, AND THEREFORE SHIPMENT 
CANNOT EASILY BE DELAYED EN ROUTE. CDC MUST ORGANIZE THE 
MOVEMENT OF A LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE, TRANSFER OF COMPUTER 
EQUIPMENT FROM A NUMBER DF PLACES IN THE UNITED STATES TO 
ANCHORAGE ALASKA AND ARRANGE THE ARRIVAL OF A SHIP IN 
YUZHNO SAKHALINSK. ACCORDING TO A CONTROL DATA CORPORATION 
REPRESENTATIVE, AS SOON AS OFFICIAL WORD WAS RECEIVED, 
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THIS COMPLICATED LOGISTICS EXERCISE WAS BEGUN. 

6. THIS SHIPMENT IS OF SOME SPECIAL INTEREST SINCE, TO OUR 
KNOWLEDGE. IT IS THE FIRST DELIVERY OF CARGO BY A PRIVATE 
PLANE TO SAKHALIN. 

7. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY RESPONSE BY EMBASSY TOKYO AS TO 
WHETHER THE ESCORT CREW WILL RECEIVE THEIR VISAS ON TIME. 

THEY WOULD HAVE TO BE ISSUED ON APRIL 17 IN MOSCOW IF 
ARRIVAL APRIL 19 IN JAPAN IS TO BE ASSURED. TOON 
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